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such lovers' meetings as Irene and Bosinney, sitting together in
the Park, seeking to screen their feelings in company at dinners,
dances, the theatre; Galsworthy himself knew the awful longing,
the anguish in loving a woman legally compelled to live with
another man, the agony at the thought of a woman as "property",
which he described in Bosinney of 'The Man of Property. Not till
December, 1904 were they released from their secret life by the
death of old John Galsworthy; then they went away together to
the house at Manaton, near Moretonhampstead, where later they
made their country home for many years. There they were
shadowed, as Irene and Jolyon were shadowed by Mr. Polteed's
employees; on their return to London, they were served with
divorce papers, like Irene and Jolyon; like Irene and Jolyon again,
they went abroad and were married as soon as the decree nisi
became absolute.

And thenceforward their lives together were much like
Irene's and Jolyon's. Little Jon Forsyte "had never heard his
father or his mother speak in an angry voice, either to each other,
himself, or anybody else;" from the vast evidence of Mr. Marrot's
book and the portraits of Galsworthy by his sister, Mrs. Reynolds,
by Herr Leon Schalit, Mr. Herman Quid, and the many friends
who wrote of him after his death, it seems that everybody noted
this same rare habit in Galsworthy and his wife which Jon
observed in his parents. That single sentence carries a wealth
of meaning, implying a perfection of happiness, a complete
accord, a sympathy and understanding occurring so rarely
between man and woman that few have encountered such cases
or can imagine their existence. John and Ada Galsworthy found
happiness after a long and harrowing test of saddened years, which
left them both a legacy of instinctive sympathy with suffering,
a burning passion against injustice and oppression, and a sensitive,
imaginative consideration for the feelings of their fellow
creatures.

In Mr. Marrot's apt phrase, Galsworthy's "was no sensational
career; it was rather a progress as well ordered as his own nature.**
The great adventure of his life was this devotion to,a woman,
which the world saw announced in the divorce reports as
Galsworthy v. Galsworthy and Galsworthy; probably the